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The Walk will do us good.

DONATE ONLINE
SPONSOR A WALKER

Check out the national
website at

www.aidswalkforlife.ca/
ThunderBay.htm

XVII International AIDS Conference

Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director to the Joint United

Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) in his opening

address to the 2008 International AIDS Conference in

Mexico City said AFor the first t
dying of AIDS and for the first time, fewer people are

becoming infected with HIV. This is cause for great

encouragement. But, it is not cause for complacency and

it is certainly far too early for declaring victory

because the end of Al DS i s nowhe
closing session was summarized in one word. Combination.

A combination of strategies is now the direction to
prevent the spread of HIV and to protect the vulnerable
infected and affected. Combination of drug treatments
and universal access around the globe, the need for
increased evidence - based harm reduction and prevention
programming and the realization that a closer 'marriage’

of treatment and prevention programs are crucial to
combating the spread of this disease. There is need for
increased advocacy of human rights extending around the
world and especially to the most vulnerable: indigenous
populations, women, children and youth, men who have sex
with men MSM, transgendered, prisoners, sex workers and
drug users. The scaling up of funding for treatment and
prevention as promised by the G8 has only partially
materialized. Since 2006 there has been much progress in
the delivery of drug treatments to the countries that
need it most - Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean.
And access to treatments for these populations has
worked and people are living and are healthier. Drug
resistance (an initial worry in the delivery of
treatment to these countries) has not yet materialized.

There remain gaps and barriers due to political

interference from governments and lack of universal

global human rights. The Canadian Federal Minister of

Health disappointed and angered fellow Canadian

delegates when, at the Canadian reception, he was
guestioned about t he future of
injecting site, Insite. He respon
an abomination. o He continued hi
sessions and demonstrated his unwillingness to accept

the scientific evidence of the effectiveness of harm

reduction programs to the dismay of many scientists,

physicians, researchers, NGO leaders and activists.

(continued on page 8)
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Presented in Thunder Bay by
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Making the most of your online registration!

Register online and create your own walker profile that includes details about

why you are walking, your pledge collecting goal, photos and more. If the ma-
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keeping track of the amounts you collect. This means less work for you!

Registering online makes the process easy and convenient for both the walker
and the donor. As a walker, pledge sheets and tools are at your finger tips.
You can print pledge forms as needed and record cash and cheque pledges.
The fun part is that your totals will show up on a scoreboard! You can chal-
lenge friends and family members to take part as well.

Donors can make secure online pledges using Visa and Master Card. They
immediately receive a tax receipt for their contribution. You are then notified
through email that you have received a pledge.

No need to worry about typing, the online program provides you with thank you
notes, recruitment letters and more! If you have any questions about online
registration call Crystal or Reija-46385

Walk Route:

The walk is a lit-
tle over 4 km (all
on city sidewalks)
lead by route
marshals, with
road crossing as-
sistance provided
by the Thunder
Bay Police.
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